The first volume 'of this magnificent work was reviewed in our columns (Proceedings, 1957, 50, 982) and this, the second volume, fulfils all that was expected of it. Indeed it covers a more fascinating and formative period of naval medicine and the author has warmed to his subject.
It is tragic that Surgeon Commander J. J. Keevil should have died before he was able to complete the whole work which even in its present state is a classic. Let In the second part of the book, Dr. Wyburn-Mason discusses the functions of the macrophage system and elaborates his thesis that it is ". . . an essential link by which the metabolism of the cells of a tissue is controlled and correlated with the rest of the body by nervous and hormonal mechanisms". He goes on to discuss the abnormal distribution of macrophages in developmental abnormalities and neoplasia.
The book is well written and well produced. The majority of the photomicrographs are of good quality but some are rather unsatisfactory (as the author himself acknowledges in the preface). The presentation of many new and controversial ideas makes this an interesting and stimulating work. It should encourage further investigation into the functions of the reticulo-endothelial system in health and disease. Textbook of Surgery. Edited by Guy Blackburn, M.B.E., M.Chir., F.R.C.S., and Rex Lawrie, M.D., F.R.C.S., M.S., M.R.C.P. (Pp. xii+1122; illustrated. 84s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1958. Textbooks of surgery often suffer from the authors' uncertainty as to whether they should write for undergraduate or postgraduate students. The attempt to write for both is usually unsatisfactory. The present book is expressly designed for the undergraduate. The writing of a textbook of surgery for undergraduates presents special difficulties since surgery is essentially a postgraduate subject; the undergraduate studies surgery chiefly as one important source of the general principles of medicine. He cannot, however, get at these general principles without knowing some details. The main features of this attractively produced volume from the Guy's School are its clear statement of facts, and a simple classificatory style which avoids the staccato. The tone is set by an excellent first chapter by one of the Editors, Mr. Rex Lawrie, who starts with the definition: "Surgery is the study of treatment by operative methods. By this is meant the selection and preparation of patients for operation, details of the operative procedure and post-operative care, and the management of the phases of recovery and rehabilitation until the patient returns to normal activity." The Editors, who between them have written 14 of the 40 chapters, have succeeded in fitting the style and content of their colleagues' contributions into a general pattern.
